APCC Unit 6- Concept 1-Activity 49

Memoir Writing Assignment
 and 
Pre-Writing Assignment
Memoir Writing Assignment:  You are going to write a memoir. Your memoir should show how a particular event has affected you and influenced who you are today. Like all good memoirs, your memoir will show a lesson about life that you learned.
Pre-Writing: Think about the many things that have affected your life and helped to influence you to be the person you are today. Influences may be parents, friends, relatives, teachers, trips/vacations, sports, stories, animals/pets, childhood toys, food, nature, etc.  Below is a list of questions that may help you in coming up with influences.
· What are the most important events that have happened to me in my life so far?
· What have I seen that I cannot forget?
· What is something that happened to me at (school, home, away) that I can’t forget?
· When was a time or place that I was perfectly/totally happy, sad, lost, confused?
· When was a time I spent/shared with a parent/grandparent /friend/sibling that I’ll never forget?
· Can I remember a time when I learned to do something new?
· Can I remember a time when I learned a lesson I will never forget?
Assignment: Make a list of people/events/things that you feel have influenced you. You should have a list of at least 8-10 ideas.  

Memoir Writing: Expanded Brainstorming 
Expanded Brainstorming: Using your pre-writing list, for each idea listed think about more specific details to help show the connection between the event and its influence on you. Be sure to include the answers to as many of the following questions as possible-who, what, when, where, why and how as well as sensory details and figurative language. 
If needed you may create a web for each idea, make a list, create a chart, etc. Your expanded brainstorming can be in any format necessary to help you determine which event is the best one to write about.


EXPANDED BRAINSTORMING
Memoir Writing: 
Choosing a Topic and Writing a Rough Draft
Choosing a Topic: Using your expanded brainstorming, choose the idea for which you have the most details listed. This will be the central event/idea you will write about.

TOPIC: ________________________________________________

Writing a Rough Draft

a. Choose one of the formats discussed in class as a model for your writing. Use your notes on each to help you decide which may work best for the event you are going to share.
b. Write as much as you can for your event but focus only on that one event. You can go back later and edit the parts, information, details, etc. that you do not want to include. 
c. Be sure to capture your reader’s attention in the opening lines.

d. Good memoirs often include the good and bad of an event. Having a mix is good. Your memoir doesn’t have to be a “fairy tale” nor does it have to be a “horror” tale.
e. Include dialogue and appropriate dialect as needed.

f. Be sure to use action verbs. 

g. Make sure the reader(s) can identify your theme/lesson learned whether you state it directly or imply it in your story.

h. Use sensory details and figurative language as needed, but don’t overdo it. The reader should be able to “visualize” what you are writing.
i. Skip lines as you write your rough draft or double space it if you type it. As you write, keep in mind that your final memoir should be about 2 pages handwritten (1 page typed) so you will need to write as much as possible before editing tomorrow.
Begin Writing: Your rough draft is due at the beginning of class tomorrow!
