Name __________________

Memoir Writing Rubric
	Questions
	Earned
	Possible.

	Has the writer narrowed the topic to one item and focused on the purpose? 

a. clearly narrowed and focused (5)

b. narrowed but focus strays (3)

c. no clear topic or focus (1)
	.
	.5555

	Is there evidence of an individual voice? Can you "hear" the  
writer?

a. words/phrases reflect student voice (5)

b. voice is sporadic (3)

c. no evidence of voice-3rd person (1)
	.
	. 55

	Does the piece begin in an interesting way? 

a. opening quote/dialogue/story (10)

b. basic background (7)

c. topic sentence only (4)
	.
	. 510

	Body (25 pts---5 each)
a. interesting or important experiences included
b. sensory details included

c. location is clearly depicted (you can see it)

d. time period is evident and narrowed 

e. the writer uses imagination and creativity to show the story

	.
	. 525

	Organization (10)

a. ideas and details written in a meaningful order
b. transitions allow for a natural flow/sequence
	.
	.   10

	Purpose for writing about this event (10)
a. clearly identifiable
b. referenced but not very evident

c. no clear purpose
	.
	.   10

	Lesson

a. Identifiable
b. No lesson included
	.
	.     5

	Conclusion

a. wraps up the piece but leaves reader wondering

b. simply restates the main topic

c. abruptly stops/no true conclusion 
	.
	.    10

	Grammar (spelling/punctuation/subject-verb/pronoun

a. 0-2 errors (10)

b. 3-4 (9)

c. 5-6 (7)

d. 7-9 (6)

e. 10+ (0)
	
	     10

	Sentence formation (run-ons/fragments/parallelism)

a. one point deduction each error
	
	     10

	TOTAL
	
	    100 


