JROTC bonds ‘for life’
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St. Amant High School ROTC member Matthew Davis strains during the last of his 103 pushups during an ROTC drill meet Saturday at St. Amant High School.
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Dutchtown High School ROTC member Jordan Eiseman does 15 pull ups while Pfc. Ross Debetaz keeps count during a ROTC drill meet Saturday at St. Amant High School.
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	By DARLENE DENSTORFF
Ascension section editor 
Published: Nov 8, 2007 
ST. AMANT — Lane Crochet was having trouble lacing up the leggings he must wear as part of his ROTC color guard uniform Saturday morning.

“I hate leggings,” Crochet, 16, said as he hurriedly prepared for the next competition in the St. Amant High School Navy Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps drill meet.

Crochet, a member of the St. Amant JROTC armed exhibition drill team and color guard squad, wasn’t the only cadet rushing from event to event.

Eight JROTC units competed in nine events including academic testing, drills and physical fitness tests.

In the end, the team from Pine Forest High School captured first place with St. Amant finishing third. The only other Ascension Parish squad to compete, Dutchtown High School, finished in fifth place.

As Crochet and other members of the St. Amant team prepared for the color guard competition, another group of cadets was busy getting ready for the arm pull-ups. As the St. Amant cadets stood between two building waiting for their turn, they began to cheer for a cadet from another school who was trying to get one more pull-up.

Just before the first St. Amant cadet took his turn at the pull-up bar, the group began chanting “Here we go Gators, here we go.”

Master Chief Barry Rainey with the Dutchtown JROTC said the meet builds team spirit and camaraderie between the cadets.

Rainey, who was standing along a fence watching one of this teams compete, said he was impressed with the progress his unit has made since its inception four years ago.

While the JROTC program at Dutchtown has 107 members, only 35 take part in competition teams.

The level of commitment has to be high to be able to compete in the teams,” Rainey said, adding that it takes hours of practice to fine-tune the intricate maneuvers needed for the drill teams.

Rainey said that while the competitions are a way for the cadets to meet other students from around the country and “make friends for life.”

He said the interaction between students at the meets “provides a win-win situation for them whether they win or not.”

Crochet’s mother, Maria Crochet, said her son has already experienced “once in a lifetime” moments thanks to his participation in JROTC.

Maria Crochet said she and her son and other cadets from St. Amant High School in the color guard got a chance to take part in a military ball in New Orleans after winning a competition.

Crochet’s mom called the ball a “Titanic moment” because of the grandeur of the ballroom and the chance to meet high ranking military personnel.

While Crochet’s mother may have been thinking about the ball and other events, Crochet and the other members of the color guard were concentrating on one thing — getting ready for the next event.

Lane Crochet handed his flag to his sister so he could finish getting dressed.

“Hold this and don’t drop it,” Lane Crochet said to his sister.

“This is serious to him and he wants everything to be just right,” Maria Crochet added.

The St. Amant color guard finished fifth with the team from Dutchtown taking third place in the color guard contest.

St. Amant won the armed basic drill competition and the physical fitness portion of the day, and finished in second place in the academic testing.


