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Adolescent Brain Development
The article “Adolescent Brain Development” extracted from the ACT for Youth Upstate Center of Excellence, Research Facts and Findings, May 2002, provides a report of research that indicates that the pre-held understanding of the maturation and development of the human brain has been misinterpreted.  The following questions are to be answered so that the teacher can determine your level of understanding and implications of the research presented.  The following ACT rubric will be used to evaluate you submission.  Use additional paper if necessary.
	
	Position and Understanding of Task
	Language

	6
	The essay shows a clear understanding of the task. The essay takes a position on the issue and may offer a critical context for discussion.
	The essay shows a good command of language.  Sentences are varied and word choice is varied and precise.  There are few, if any, errors to distract the reader.

	5
	The essay shows a clear understanding of the task.  The essay takes a position on the issue and my offer a broad context for discussion.
	Language is competent.  Sentences are somewhat varied and word choice is sometimes varied and precise.  There may be a few errors, but they are rarely distracting.

	4
	The essay shows an understanding of the task.  The essay takes a position on the issue and my offer some context for discussion.
	Language is adequate, with some sentence variety and appropriate word choice.  There may be some distracting errors, but they do not impede understanding

	3
	The essay shows some understanding of the task.  The essay takes a position on the issue but does not offer a context for discussion.
	Language shows a basic control.  Sentences show a little variety and word choice is appropriate.  Errors may be distracting and may occasionally impede understanding.

	2
	The essay shows a weak understanding of the task.  The essay may not take a position on the issue, or the essay may take a position but fail to convey reasons to support that position, or the essay may take a position but fail to maintain a stance.
	Sentence structure and word choice are usually simple.  Errors may be frequently distracting and may sometimes impede understanding.

	1
	The essay shows little or no understanding of the task.  If the essay takes a position, it fails to convey reasons to support that position.
	Sentence structure and word choice are simple.  Errors may be frequently distracting and may significantly impede understanding


Now for the questions
1.  Reviewing the information provided in the article, respond to the following warning, with the why and how a teenager might react differently than an adult in a situation where a passerby cautions “Don’t go behind the building there is danger”.  Be explicated and complete in your response. 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



2.  Using the research provided in this article answer the following question:  Does the use of alcohol and drugs have different implications for teenagers and adults?  Do not simply respond with a yes or no.  Explain in detail why you answered what you did.  The ACT rubric above will be used to grade this assignment.   
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


