Quality Audit for a Common Assessment
	Quick Breakdown – What percentage of the test is comprised of these question levels:

· Knowledge and Comprehension 
· Application and Analysis

· Synthesis and Evaluation
	

	Locate a test item that promotes critical thinking (Bloom’s level at analysis, synthesis, or evaluation). 
	

	What cognitive processes does it require students to engage in (compare/contrast, analyze, evaluate, justify, explain, problem-solve, predicting, inferring, etc.)?
	

	What would a complete student response to this question tell you about his or her understanding of the concept?
	

	What implications does this have for classroom instruction?
	


One effective component of this test is…

One component of this test that needs to be improved is….

The biggest challenge my PLC faces in creating common rigorous assessments is…
Quality Audit for a Common Assessment
	How many questions on this test require the student to think beyond the level of memorization/recall?
	____________ out of ________ total

	Think about the curriculum…

· Are the unit’s GLEs and learning goals adequately balanced in this test? 

· Is emphasis placed on most important learning goals/GLEs?
	

	Does the student have the opportunity to express in writing his or her understanding of key concepts?  
	

	What cognitive/thinking processes does the test require students to engage in (compare/contrast, analyze, evaluate, justify, explain, problem-solve, predicting, inferring, etc.)?
	

	What kinds of activities/tasks/thinking processes does the teacher have to plan for students so that they are ready for the level of thinking on this test?
	


One effective component of this test is…

Why?
One component of this test that needs to be improved is….

How should it be improved?
The biggest challenge my PLC faces in creating common rigorous assessments is…

What exactly is Critical Thinking?
We hear the buzz-phrase “critical thinking” all the time, but what are students actually doing when they are thinking critically? What cognitive/thinking processes are they engaged in?
· Comparing and contrasting ideals with actual practice 
· Using critical vocabulary and language appropriate for audience
· Noting significant similarities and differences 

· Examining or evaluating assumptions 

· Distinguishing relevant from irrelevant facts 

· Making plausible inferences, predictions, or interpretations 

· Evaluating evidence and alleged facts 

· Recognizing contradictions 

· Exploring implications and consequences 
Can multiple choice items cause students to think critically?

Large class sizes and student expectation of impartial grading are the two primary reasons to rely on multiple-choice questions. It is therefore encouraging to learn that multiple-choice questions can serve to enhance critical thinking if they are designed correctly. Let us examine some examples prepared by Dr. Steven D. Schafersman. First, as counter-examples, the following two questions do not promote critical thinking, because they rely solely on simple memorization:

1. The nucleus of an atom is composed of

a. protons and ions
b. neutrons and electrons
c. protons and electrons
d. isotopes and ions
e. neutrons and protons

2. The most abundant rock-forming mineral in the Earth's crust is

a. quartz
b. clay
c. feldspar
d. calcite
e. olivine
The following questions do promote critical thinking, because they ask the student to perform some reasoning along with the memorization:

3. If you drilled a well 8 kilometers deep and encountered rock of the mantle, your drilling rig would be

a. far offshore in the deep ocean
b. on the coastal plain near a continent's shoreline
c. on a mountain range
d. in a deep valley or basin near the center of a continent
e. near shore in a subduction zone

4. Although 95% of the crust of the Earth is composed of either igneous or metamorphic rock, 75% of the exposed surface of the continental crust is sedimentary rock. This is because

a. erosion of surface soil and rocks has produced a veneer of sediments over most of the Earth, and lithification of these sediments has produced sedimentary rock strata
b. the temperature of the Earth increases downward, leading to the creation of vast amounts of igneous and metamorphic rocks
c. oceanic crust, which covers about 70% of the Earth's surface, is largely composed of igneous rocks, such as basalt, which forms at oceanic ridges
d. constitute such a small percentage of the surface of the Earth that they contribute much less material to the surface than do physical and chemical precipitation of sediment

5. Of the following areas, the one least likely to be affected by a catastrophic mudflow is

a. the Ozark Mountains of SW Missouri and NW Arkansas
b. the central Argentine Andes
c. the Cordilleras of Colombia
d. the Cascade Range of N California, Oregon, and Washington
e. the Texas Hill Country west of Austin

6. Which of the following is least likely to either trigger or enhance a mass-wasting process?

a. an earthquake
b. a prolonged period of drought
c. marine erosion of a cliff face
d. rapid tectonic uplift
e. abundant precipitation in a brief period

