Essay Grading Rubric

LEAP

Scoring
Composing
Classroom

Scoring

    4
Consistent development-clear position (thesis/topic sentence); clear organizational plan- introduction-body-conclusion flow; well-chosen reasons and examples with clear explanation; strong, cohesive transitions
32      33     34

    3
Reasonable development-clear position(thesis/topic sentence); clear organizational plan (missing only 1 element from above, some organization); unevenly supported details, examples; details not elaborated but enough evidence to support student’s POV, limited use of good transitions
29     30       31

    2
Inconsistent development-vague or unclear position (thesis/topic sentence); poor organizational plan (contains only 1 element from above); little organization and flow of thought; list reasons/details with  vague, little, or no elaboration; details may not be pertinent to the point of the composition; weak or inappropriate transitions
25   26   27   28

   1
Weak development-vague or no position (thesis/topic sentence); no clear organizational plan; contains 1or 2 sentences related to the topic; confusing details and/or no elaboration; unrelated details that are strung together with little or no organization; lack of transitions
  22    23    24 

   0
Insufficient development-insufficient writing for an organizational plan to emerge; little or no attempt to address the topic
  21 and below


Audience Awareness


   4
Advanced-consistent control of subject, occasion(reason for writing), topic, audience, purpose(expository, persuasive, etc.); contains all elements of the required writing style(proper format for a letter or essay); reasonable variety and complexity of sentences; effective selection of vocabulary; clear  tone and voice
  32      33     34

   3
Proficient-reasonable control of subject, occasion(reason for writing), topic, audience, purpose(expository,persuasive); contains some elements of the required writing style(proper format for a letter or essay); reasonable variety and complexity of sentences; relatively simple selection of vocabulary, tone and/or voice
 29     30       31

2
Basic-inconsistent control of subject, occasion(reason for writing), topic, audience, purpose(expository, persuasive, etc.); contains incorrect format/style (proper format for a letter or essay); inconsistent variety and complexity of sentences; inconsistent selection of vocabulary, tone and/or voice
25   26   27   28

   1
Approaching Basic-little control of subject, occasion(reason for writing), topic, audience, purpose(expository, persuasive, etc.);  uses primarily sentences with little variety; weak and inappropriate selection of vocabulary, tone and/or voice
  22    23    24 

   0
Unsatisfactory-no control of subject, occasion(reason for writing), topic, audience, purpose(expository, persuasive, etc.); uses incoherent sentences; poor vocabulary; no distinct tone and voice
21 and below


Grammar, Spelling, and Mechanics



Sentence Formation


    1
Acceptable Control-3 or fewer errors in sentence formation(run-ons, fragments, comma splices)
  5   6   7   8

    0
Unacceptable Control-4 or more errors in sentence formation(run-ons, fragments, comma splices)
  0  1  2  3  4




Mechanics(Punctuation and Capitalization)


    1
Acceptable Control-6 or fewer errors in punctuation and capitalization
   5   6   7   8

   0
Unacceptable Control-7 or more errors in punctuation and capitalization
   0  1  2  3  4


Usage


   1
Acceptable Control-6 or fewer usage errors
    5   6   7   8

   0
Unacceptable Control-7 or more usage errors
    0  1  2  3  4


Spelling


   1
Acceptable Control-6 or fewer mistakes for commonly-used grade-appropriate level
   5   6   7   8

   0
Unacceptable Control-7 or more mistakes for commonly-used grade-appropriate level
   0  1  2  3  4
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