Active Reading
It is important that we carry on a “conversation” with any text that we read in order to increase our understanding of it. Here’s one way to do that:

Using INSERT marks – While we’re reading our selections, be on the lookout for certain things and make note of them right in the margins!  The idea is to note ONLY the key words, phrases, vocabulary, and ideas that are central to understanding the piece. Be sure to have highlighters, colored pens, and pencils handy when you’re reading to do active reading.

Circle unfamiliar words. Use context clues or a dictionary to help you figure out what the word means.
Underline names, places, dates. 
Highlight or put an asterisk * next to key terms and important details. Summarize briefly in the margins.
? = I don’t understand this
!  = This surprised me! or OMG! or WOW!
           = I can see this in my mind
Responding to what you read
Write notes or draw pictures in the margins when you…

· make personal connections (this reminds me of…)

· have a question (I wonder why…)

· draw conclusions or make predictions (I think…)

· visualize scenes in your mind (I can picture…)
· need to summarize or paraphrase
