
 

Critical 

Thinking/ 

Rigor 

Students are solving 

complex, real-world 

problems. 

They are extending, 

evaluating, or 

connecting basic 

concepts. 

Students are 

creating new 

understandings 

based on content 

already learned. 

Students have to 

justify, defend or 

support their 

thinking with valid 

evidence. 

The work is 

connected in some 

way to real life. 
Work is challenging 

and makes kids THINK. 



 

Individual 

 Student  

Accountability 

Every student is responding 

to questions or a task 

orally or in writing. 

Students are 

asked to respond 

to a whole class 

question in 

writing or with a 

partner before 

teacher calls on 

individuals to 

share responses. 

Students’ oral or 

written work 

receives feedback 

from peers and/ 

or teacher (i.e. 

think-pair-share, 

give one/get one, 

teacher asking 

probing or 

clarifying 

questions, ect.)  

Deliberate structures are in 

place to ensure engagement for 

individual students. 

Volunteers and non-volunteers 

are called on to provide 

responses. 



 

Formative 

 

Assessment 

Teacher is calling on 

volunteers and non-

volunteers. 

Natural product 

of planning for 

individual student 

accountability 

and is ongoing 

throughout the 

lesson 

Every child’s 

responses are 

assessed and 

used to give 

feedback or guide 

next steps of 

instruction.  

Teacher offers 

descriptive feedback 

(beyond “good job” or 

“good answer”). 

Teacher circulates to 

ask clarifying or 

probing questions to 

promote critical 

thinking. 


