INSTRUCTIONAL EXAMPLES FOR USING THE SCORING RUBRIC 

CRITICAL THINKING AND STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

	Exceptional
	Effective
	Emerging
	Not Observed

	Students apply skills and concepts to problems and situations they have not seen before. Given a stimulus, complex reading selection, figure, or set of data, students create appropriate generalizations.

Students, whether working independently or in groups, exercise choices through activities and projects that demonstrate critical thought processes. There may be layering or tiering of activities.  Differentiation has obviously been planned.

Students ask probing, insightful, and open-ended questions (why and how) related to the topic under study.


Students work in cooperative groups with clearly defined roles in which they solve complex real world problems.

Centers are an extension of lesson concepts, promote discovery learning, and provide real world connections.
	Students are responding to teacher and other classmates in an open-ended discussion in which students have to defend their thinking.

Students, whether working independently or in groups, are demonstrating knowledge of subject through a visual or oral representation, such as a project, a speech, debate etc. in which they have to make real world applications and/or defend their position.

Students may be given some choices in assignments and teacher makes some efforts to differentiate for interests or ability.  Assignments require application or analysis of concepts.

Students are working independently on an essay or assignment in which they are required to use analytical thinking. Teacher is actively checking for student understanding at the appropriate level and providing feedback to students.

Teacher is interacting with a small group while other students are working independently on activities that involve application of lesson skills/concepts.
	Students are creating a model, doing a project, or writing a paper in which they demonstrate understanding of the concepts.  (ie:  creating a model of an atom, describing the setting of a story,  creating a poster explaining the most important points of the lesson, completing a story map)

Students complete a graphic organizer explaining the major concepts while participating in a whole class or small group discussion.

Students are reading, doing an assignment, listening to a lecture or tape, viewing a video, designing a poster, etc.  There is a clear focus for the assignment and some interaction between the teacher and the students and/or the students with one another.  The focus of the assignment is on recall with little or no real world context or application.

Students are grouped (paired) for instruction but generally work on assignment independently from one another.
	Students are doing worksheets, copying notes, listening to a lecture or tape, viewing a movie, making a poster, answering questions from the book.  The intent of the work is for students to acquire information with little or no interaction between the teacher and the students and/or the students with one another.

 . 

The student can complete an assignment by copying or paraphrasing from what he or she reads or from what the teacher says.  

A number of students are obviously off task, e. g.:  talking, sleeping, “zoning out”, general misbehavior, etc.

Questioning is teacher-lead with little or no specific feedback.  Example: “Good Job” or “Good Answer”


